
From the band room, dance studio, and trophy laden halls of a Winnipeg high school, a musical collective 
developed in a colourful explosion of art, style, and creative energy. Five young artists found a connection 
through sound and song, and it expanded and crescendoed into the pop rock band known as the Love Letter 
Writers.
In his junior In his junior year, arts student Nathaniel Muir tasked himself with creating a performance showcase 
fundraiser for Apex, an all male dance company that he participated in. Muir went looking for musicians to 
help him sing an opening number, with the goal of contributing to the performance aspect of the show in 
addition to working behind the scenes.

TheThere were two students that stood out in the school's locally known jazz ensemble. Carter LaFleche, wielding 
the bass guitar, delivered silky runs and smooth melodic lines with virtuoistic ability, and backed by years of 
formal music and theory training. Aidan Clarke, the long haired rocker in ripped black jeans, delivered 
intense and ferocious performances on the drum kit, playing with the speed, technique, and attitude of a 
seasoned professional.

TTogether, LaFleche and Clarke impressed audiences, feeding off each other and creating a musical 
interconnection on-stage that was too loud to ignore. When combined with Muir’s theatrical vocal power and 
presence, each musician knew they had created a dream worth following.

Over the next couple of years, the three musicians began exercising their musical abilities, oftentimes going 
out to play and record together until six in the morning. While they experimented with different 
combinations of style and genre in their music and performances, they also searched for the completing 
pieces of their band, specifically: a guitarist.

PPeople say the third time’s the charm, and in the case of finding the right guitarist, it couldn’t be more true. 
After two attempts at finding the right guitar player, LaFleche added high school friend Ben Schmidt to the 
lineup for a tryout. Schmidt, a university business student and self-taught guitarist, connected with the group 
instantly. Soulful solos aside, Ben’s natural charm and bubbly personality added a bravado that melded with 
the band. The friendships within the band strengthened their stage presence and electrified audiences, but 
the lineup wasn’t quite complete.

During the During the COVID-19 pandemic, the band feared they had taken a step backwards and lost momentum and 
traction as emerging artists . However, with new found extra time at home, Nathaniel delivered a text message 
that would alter the band. After a few months and a lot of initiations, guitarist and keyboard player Adam 
Yarish became a full-time band member. A major piece of the Love Letter Writers’ creative mind, Adam 
brought more to the band than rhythmic brilliance and Beatles and Arctic Monkeys inspired playing and 
writing. Yarish also utilized his film company, Vinyl Pictures, and the media documentation of the band 
skyrocketed in quality and quantity.

WWith their lineup finalized and goals set for the future, the band created their first release, a seven song album 
entitled Arona. With each song assigned to represent a colour of the rainbow, the band explored many lyrics, 
genres, and stylistic options to fit the energy of each colour. They incorporated classic rock with accents of hip 
hop, funk, and pop. After releasing two singles, “Tangerine” and “Crazy Daisy”, “Arona” was released October 
23, 2020. Available on all streaming platforms, the self-produced album is described by the band as a starting 
point, a prologue that hopefully leads to careers as established writers and musicians with the help of the love, 
supporsupport, and appreciation from the Love Letter Writer’s young growing fanbase.  

Alternative: The self-produced album is described by the band as a starting point. They hope it leads to 
careers as established writers and musicians with the help of the love, support, and appreciation from the Love 
Letter Writer’s growing fanbase.  
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